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 I thank Excellency Amb Vaqif Sadiqov for organising today’s NAM Ambassadorial Meeting.   
 

 Further, I thank H.E. Petteri Taalas, Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, 
for his comprehensive briefing, including on WMO’s reforms and the challenges of global climate 
change. 

 

 India has been a member of the WMO since 1949 and the India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
and WMO have been working together in several areas, including weather forecast, climate, 
agriculture and water.  

 

 As regard the challenge of global warming, we hope that the recent Leaders Climate Summit held 
on the Earth Day (from 22-23 April) would lead to expected global action to prevent climate change 
due to global warming.  As regard India, since we have over 16% of the world’s population, it should 
be noted that even though our overall carbon footprint looks big our per capita carbon footprint is 
extremely low.    

 

 As stated by our PM at the Summit, India’s ambitious renewable energy target of 450 Gigawatts by 
2030 shows our commitment.  Despite our development challenges, we have taken many bold steps 
on clean energy, energy efficiency, afforestation and bio-diversity. That is why we are among the 
few countries whose NDCs are 2-degree-Celsius compatible. 

 

 We have met our targets for 2020 and we are on our way to meet the targets for 2025 and 2030.  
In spite of the challenges of the growing population and pressures of urbanisation, we have been 
able to enhance our area under forest which shows our abiding commitment to a greener world.  It 
is not enough to make commitments; we hope that the relevant countries would also abide by them 
as we have done.   

 

 We have undertaken initiatives to promote international cooperation in global climate action.  We 
have launched the International Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure, which have been supported by a large number of countries and International 
Organizations.  While solar energy holds the key to our transition to clean energy, creating disaster 
resilient infrastructure is essential to deal with the impact of climate change. The third edition of 
the International Conference on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (ICDRI) 2021 was held in March 
2021.     

 

 As we embark on the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development, only by 
understanding and protecting our planet we can ensure a sustainable future for humanity. The 
WMO community has a major stake in supporting research, observations, predictions, and services 
for the ocean as much as for the atmosphere, land, and cryosphere.  

 

 As pointed out by SG, targeted capacity building for national meteorological and hydrological 
services, through an end user-oriented approach, focused on service delivery and the last-mile 
connectivity, is central to the provision of weather, water and climate services for achieving climate 
resilience and sustainable development. 
 



 I would like to conclude by thanking WMO for its capacity-development initiatives and its support 
through Systematic Observations Financing Facility (SOFF), Climate and Water Coalition, Climate 
Risk and Early Warning Systems (CREWS).  Further, the WMO’s Global Framework for Climate 
Services (GFCS) is an important initiative to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change.  
I welcome the proposed creation of Systematic Observation Financing Facility (SOFF) to improve 
weather forecasts and strengthen resilient development.  
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