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Mr. President, 

I would like to compl iment you for the exce llent 
organizati on and exempla r y conduct of the structured 
discussi ons last week o n the preventi on of an arms race in 
ou ter space . They effec tively highlighted the likely 
c onseque nces of any t h reat to the s e curity of s p ace - based 
assets. They also fo c us ed o n the ste ps r equired t o ensure 
t ha t peace ful applic ations of outer spa c e, whethe r civilian 
o r military, are no t impe ri l led a nd t o avoid a s ituat i on 
t hat could lead to an arms race in ou te r space . 

2 . As we take up, this week, considerat ion of y e t another 
item on our agenda , we hope that our present discussions in 
the Confe r e nc e will enable uS to e volv e consensus on its 
programme o f work and beg i n s ubs tantive work keeping i n 
view the c oncerns and priorities o f all the member States . 
Since th e subject for today's discussion, new types of 
weapons of mass destruction, has a b ro ad coverage, I am 
going conf i n e my remarks to radiological weapons. 

Mr. President, 

3. Over rec ent years, we have become painfully a ware of 
the growing terrorist threat to our s e curity . Using 
conventional explos ives, including improvised exp l osive 
devices, terrorists have wreaked havoc in our societies. We 
can well i magine the consequences if they were to access 
and use weapons of mass destruction. This is no l onger an 
imaginary threat, but a l ooming possibility today. 
Terrorist o rganizations have expressed inte rest in and have 
made determined efforts to acquire materials and technology 
for weapons of mass destruction. Were they to succeed in 
acquiring biological agents or toxic chemicals or fissile 
materials, there is little doubt that they would try to 
build weapons, which they would not hesitate to use in 
order to cause terror and destruction. 

4. Aware of this danger, the international community has 
resolved to prevent t e rrorist s from acqui ring weapons of 
mass des truction. The General Ass embly has adopted , by 
consensus, since its 57 th Session in 2002 , the resolution on 
"Measures to Prevent Terrorists from Acquiring We apons of 
Mass De struc tion H

, tabled by India and co-sponsored by a 
growing number of State s members of the Conference . Aga in 
by consensus, the Security Council adopted Resolution 1540 
in 2004. Thi s criminali zes the proliferation by and to non-



State actors of nuclear, chemica l and biological we apons 
and their means of delivery. It h a s spurred several States 
t o t ake new mea s ures or to strengthen th e existing measures 
to effectively prevent terrorists from a cquiring weapon s of 
mass destruct i on. 

5. Last year , the UN Ge neral Assembly adopted the 
Interna t ional Convention for the Suppression of Acts of 
Nuclear Terrorism. Article 2 of the Convention provides 
that it is an of fe nce if a person unlawfully and 
inten t ionally possesses radioactive material or makes o r 
p ossesses a device with the in t ent t o cause dea t h or 
seri o us bod i ly injury or to cause substant i al damage to 
property or the environment. The Convention enjoins the 
State s Parties to adopt mea s ures to establi s h as crimina l 
acts the of f e nce s set fo rth in t he Conventi on a nd mandates 
p r osec ution or extraditio n of individua l s who commit 
offences within the meaning of the Convention. 

6 . While ter r or i sts gaining access to fissile ma terial 
for building and us ing a crude nuc lear device remains a 
distinct prospect, an even more alarming and, perhaps, a 
more likely possibility, is that of a terrorist using a 
dirty bomb or a radiological dispersion device. This ca n 
both kill and spread panic and t error, d isrupt ing civic 
l i fe and caus i ng economic dislocation. 

7. The international community has recognized the need to 
protect and secure r adiological materials because of the 
increasing global concern that terrorists could use the se. 
The International Atomic Energy Agency has buttressed its 
preventive activities in helping States improve the 
regulatory framework for nuclear security. The Convention 
on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material has been 
broadened and strengthened, as a lso the Code of Conduct for 
Safety and Securit y of Radioactive Sources. India actively 
participated in the exercise last year to amend and 
strengthen the Convention on Physical Protection of Nuc lear 
Material. India h as also participated in the Regional 
Radiological security Initiative and has been conducting 
courses in India on a regular basis. The courses are under 
the ae gis of IAEA and focus on issues related to the 
security of radiological sources and materials and locating 
orphan radioactive sources in countries t hat are unable to 
effectively deal with them and t hat seek IAEA assistance 
for the purpose. 



8 . Whil e fu ll y s uppo r tive o f the s t eps take n by t he I AEA, 
the Conferen c e need s also t o keep t he i ssue o f r adio l ogica l 
weapons under a ctive c onsideration. Th e la s t time the 
Co n f e r e n c e gave thi s matter serious thought wa s in the 
summe r o f 20 02 , wh en the German Pres idency h a d initia t e d 
f r e s h d i s c u ss i o n s on the s ub j e c t a ga ins t th e b a ckdrop of 
e merg i ng th re a t s, e spec i a ll y t he pos s i bility t ha t a ' d i rt y ­
bomb ' could b e come a t e r rori s t's weap on s of c ho i c e. The 
i 9s ue o f r a dio l og i ca l wea p on s h a s b e e n o n t h e a g e nda o f th e 
Conf e r e nc e sin c e 1 979, f ol l owi ng the call b y t h e Ge nera l 
Asse mbl y t he p r evious yea r f o r a conven tion preve n t ing 
t heir develo pment, production, s tockpiling and u s e. The 
i s sue was c ons i d e red i n wor k i ng g r oup s d uring 1 980- 83 a nd 
in Ad - hoc Commi t tee s dur i ng 1 98 4-19 92. 

9. Whi l e i t is unl ike l y tha t any St ate wou ld r e s ort t o 
d e v e l op ing , p r od uc ing a n d u s ing r a d i o log ica l weapons , the 
th r e at of t h ei r u s e by t e rror i sts is now wel l re c o g ni zed 
and we see me rit in Con f e r e n c e r e aching a n unders t and i ng on 
b a nn i ng radio l o g ica l we a p on s , and f o r swea r ing t he 
d e v elopmen t of suc h weap o ns i n the f uture . Such a s t e p 
wou ld s upplement the o ngo ing n a ti onal and inte rnat ional 
e f f o rt s fo r e ns uring ef f ect ive prote ction and c ontro l ove r 
r adi o a c tive mate r ials and preventing terror ists fr om 
ga i ning a c c e s s t o the m. 

Mr . Pr e sident, 

10. India i s prepared t o engage in explo ring the mo s t 
e ffe c tive wa y i n which the Conferenc e c an c ontribute to and 
reinforc e the efforts alre ady being unde r taken by other 
bodie s t o addres s the i s s ue s as s o ci a ted with the threat of 
r adi o l ogi c al we a pons . 


